
St. James 
Episcopal Church 

Taos, New Mexico 
Sharing ourselves and our faith with others. 

 

The 2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2020 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

THE PRELUDE                        An Advent Prelude                   Charles Callahan 
Charles Callahan - organ, Ellen Hinkle - flute 

click on the picture 

THE HYMN #66           Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
St. John’s Church, Detroit

THE WORD OF GOD
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7njYW8zwHvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvP7ro-Ui9w


The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

THE OPENING SENTENCES   

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 

THE COLLECT   
  Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                    Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 
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that she has served her term, 
that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 
See, the Lord God comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 

The Word of the Lord. 
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THE PSALM                                                             Psalm 85:1-2,8-13    

1  You have been gracious to your land, O Lord,  
 you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
2  You have forgiven the iniquity of your people  
 and blotted out all their sins. 
8  I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,  
 for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to him. 
9  Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,  
 that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10  Mercy and truth have met together;  
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11  Truth shall spring up from the earth,  
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12  The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,  
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13  Righteousness shall go before him,  
 and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                            2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, 
as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, 
and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you 
to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming 
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and 
the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 
at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

THE SEQUENCE #76                On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Salisbury Cathedral Choir 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Il3adNhVgL4


THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                           Mark 1:1-8 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

THE SERMON                                    The Very Reverend Mac Brown 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
All who are one in faith are invited to pray the Spiritual Communion  

with the congregation of St. James. 

THE OFFERTORY    And the Glory of the Lord (Messiah)         G.F. Handel 
The Brussels Choral Society & Ensemble Orchestral de Bruxelles 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46jPHabrUno


During this time in which we cannot gather physically,  
it is important that we continue our support of the St. James Ministries. 

Click HERE and then on the DONATE button                                                                                        
to help St. James continue the good work it has already begun. 

 The Book of Common Prayer reminds us that if one is unable to actually 
consume the consecrated bread and wine due to extreme sickness or disability,  

the desire is enough for God to grant all the benefits of communion (BCP, p. 457).  
When being present at a celebration of the Eucharist is absolutely impossible,  

this act of prayer and meditation can provide the means by which  
you can associate yourself with the Eucharistic Action  

and open yourself to God’s grace and blessing. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth;  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
       was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuog35ZBBfM
https://www.stjamestaos.com/
https://www.stjamestaos.com/
https://www.stjamestaos.com/


 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints,  
                         the forgiveness of sins 
       the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

In your own words, pray for your own needs, for those on your heart, 
for the peace of the world, and for the Church.  
After offering these intercessions, continue with 

The Act of Contrition 
 O God, I am very sorry that I have sinned against you and for all the wrongs I have 
done and the good I have not done. Especially I confess....Forgive me for Jesus’ sake, 
and grant me strength and wisdom to amend my life. Amen. 

The Act of Reception 
 In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 
where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, (and remembering 
particularly my own parish and those worshiping there) I long to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for 
us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 
 And particularly for the blessings given me.... I believe that you are truly present in 
the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to 
come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my 
soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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 Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my 
wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of 
your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power 
that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 And may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep my heart and 
mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ my Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with me now 
and always. Amen. 

THE PRAYER  
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 

the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring 
us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and 
heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to 
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE HYMN  #462                           The Lord will come and not be slow 

THE DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXEpyZ7K-SI


THE POSTLUDE         Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland                      J.S. Bach 
(Come Now, Savior of the Gentiles) 

David Boos - organ, Bartholomäuskirche, Brackwede, Germany 

EEEE EEEE EEEE 

Those persons who need our prayers, love, and support 

Iris, Genie, Sandy, John, Rosemary, Marieke, Doug, Michael,  
Lorry, Martha, Kelly, Sue, Ben, Elaine, Alexandra, Susanne, William, 
Julia, Hayden, Kira, Levi, Paula, Gary, Glen, Alec Howard Family,  

Amarante, Steven, Cissy, Tom, Joy, Andrew,  
Mark, Tim, Caryle, Roy, Susan, Betty 

Bless all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, esp. 
Linda Arceneaux, Gilbert Romero, Jane Compton, John & Pat Marse,  

Dennis & Patsy Scott. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oRqIUc1DFM
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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
(575) 758-2790 

The Very Reverend Fred (Mac) McKelder Brown - Rector, ext 106; after hours 575 999-5010 (mobile) 
rector@stjamestaos.org 

Erick Brunner - Dir. of Music, ext. 107, music.stjames@icloud.com 
Jill Cline, MTh - Youth Minister, 770-1327, youthminister@stjamestaos.org 
Gwenneth Glenn - Office Administrator, ext. 101, office@stjamestaos.org 

David Hine - Dir. of Food Pantry Ministries 
Amanda Allalunas - Bookkeeper, ext.105, finance@stjamestaos.org 

Michael Hartman - Sexton 
Bill Humbert - Senior Warden, billhumbert@att.net 

Toby Pugh - Junior Warden, bakerpugh@sbcglobal.net 

Please check your e-mail for all digital meetings  
scheduled for St. James 
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