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The 3rd Sunday of Advent 

December 13, 2020 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

THE PRELUDE             Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme                     J. S. Bach 
(Awake, the Voice is Calling Us) 

 Richard McVeigh - organ,  St Laurenskerk, Rotterdam

click on the picture 

THE HYMN #57         Lo, he comes, with clouds descending 
The Choir of the Cathedral Church of the Advent, Boston 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJU45riF-D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2j3rGfoLCA


THE WORD OF GOD
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

THE OPENING SENTENCES   

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 
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THE COLLECT   
  Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                             Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 
For I the Lord love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
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so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

The Word of the Lord. 

THE CANTICLE                                                                    Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him  
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm,  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,  
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE SECOND LESSON                                              1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of 
prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls 
you is faithful, and he will do this. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

THE SEQUENCE #75       There’s a voice in the wilderness crying 
 The Schola Cantorum of St. Peter's in the Loop, Chicago 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA73oyWm5gg


THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                  John 1:6-8,19-28 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to 
him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from 
the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

THE SERMON                                    The Very Reverend Mac Brown 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
All who are one in faith are invited to pray the Spiritual Communion  

with the congregation of St. James. 

THE OFFERTORY  Comfort Ye My People & Every Valley (Messiah)                     
                          G.F. Handel 

Alberto Guardiola - soloist 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSqiTx2gX3A


 

During this time in which we cannot gather physically,  
it is important that we continue our support of the St. James Ministries. 

Click HERE and then on the DONATE button                                                                                        
to help St. James continue the good work it has already begun. 

 The Book of Common Prayer reminds us that if one is unable to actually 
consume the consecrated bread and wine due to extreme sickness or disability,  

the desire is enough for God to grant all the benefits of communion (BCP, p. 457).  
When being present at a celebration of the Eucharist is absolutely impossible,  

this act of prayer and meditation can provide the means by which  
you can associate yourself with the Eucharistic Action  

and open yourself to God’s grace and blessing. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth;  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
       was crucified, died, and was buried.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaIf44hNex0
https://www.stjamestaos.com/
https://www.stjamestaos.com/
https://www.stjamestaos.com/


    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints,  
                         the forgiveness of sins 
       the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

In your own words, pray for your own needs, for those on your heart, 
for the peace of the world, and for the Church.  
After offering these intercessions, continue with 

The Act of Contrition 
 O God, I am very sorry that I have sinned against you and for all the wrongs I have 
done and the good I have not done. Especially I confess....Forgive me for Jesus’ sake, 
and grant me strength and wisdom to amend my life. Amen. 

The Act of Reception 
 In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 
where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, (and remembering 
particularly my own parish and those worshiping there) I long to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for 
us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 
 And particularly for the blessings given me.... I believe that you are truly present in 
the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to 
come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my 
soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
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 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my 
wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of 
your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power 
that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 And may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep my heart and 
mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ my Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with me now 
and always. Amen. 

THE PRAYER  
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 

the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring 
us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and 
heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to 
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE HYMN  #56                 O come, o come, Emmanuel 
The Choral Scholars of Arundel Cathedral, England 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNQ-nOdX2mo


THE DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  

THE POSTLUDE            Toccata on 'Veni Emmanuel’                 Andrew Carter 
Richard McVeigh - organ

EEEE EEEE EEEE 

Those persons who need our prayers, love, and support 

Iris, Genie, Sandy, John, Rosemary, Marieke, Doug, Michael,  
Lorry, Martha, Kelly, Sue, Ben, Elaine, William, Hayden, Kira, Levi, Paula,  

Gary, Glen, Alec Howard Family, Amarante, Steven, Cissy, Tom,  
Sarah, Joy, Andrew, Mark, Tim, Caryle, Roy, Susan, Betty, Michael 

Bless all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, esp. 
Jane Compton, Sarah Goodman, Carol De Marinis, Harvey Yocum,  

Don Simanton, Francesca Becker, Isabella & Bob Draper. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ot_qkV-cxQ
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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
(575) 758-2790 

The Very Reverend Fred (Mac) McKelder Brown - Rector, ext 106; after hours 575 999-5010 (mobile) 
rector@stjamestaos.org 

Erick Brunner - Dir. of Music, ext. 107, music.stjames@icloud.com 
Jill Cline, MTh - Youth Minister, 770-1327, youthminister@stjamestaos.org 
Gwenneth Glenn - Office Administrator, ext. 101, office@stjamestaos.org 

David Hines - Dir. of Food Pantry Ministries 
Amanda Allalunas - Bookkeeper, ext.105, finance@stjamestaos.org 

Michael Hartman - Sexton 
Bill Humbert - Senior Warden, billhumbert@att.net 

Toby Pugh - Junior Warden, bakerpugh@sbcglobal.net 

Please check your e-mail for all digital meetings  
scheduled for St. James 
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